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 IN BRIEF: SNAPSHOTS FROm THE SALVOS

For more information, or to donate to the 
Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal, visit kmart.com.
au/kmartwishingtree. 

– Jessica Morris

The 2021 Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal has 
kicked off at 320 Kmart stores across the 
country, with all donations going towards 
families doing it tough this Christmas. 

Since 1987, Kmart Stores have partnered 
with the Salvos for this annual appeal, ensur-
ing thousands of struggling Aussies have a 
holiday to remember.

“It’s an amazing dynamic that both those 
who donate gifts to the Kmart Wishing Tree 
Appeal and those who are the recipients of 
the gifts benefit greatly from this longstand-
ing appeal,” said major Bruce Harmer, Head 
of Public Relations for The Salvation Army in 
Australia.

It’s easy to participate – head over to your 
local Kmart Store, hand-pick some presents 
and place them under the Wishing Tree. 
Whether a gift is big or small, we can all 
make someone’s Christmas just a bit merrier. 

Princess visits Salvos Hub to discuss slavery

Kmart Wishing Tree Appeal kicks off

support services run by the Salvos where 
survivors are given access to a range of 
services to help with their recovery. The 
services include counselling, medical help, 
legal advice, educational opportunities, and 
assistance in finding a job and housing. 

– Darryl Whitecross

Her Royal Highness Princess Eugenie of York at The Salvation 
Army's London Outreach Hub.

Salvos staff celebrate the recent launch of the 2021 Kmart 
Wishing Tree Appeal.

Her Royal Highness Princess Eugenie of York 
visited the Salvos’ London Outreach Hub 
recently to mark Anti-Slavery Week in the 
United Kingdom.

In her role as co-founder of The Anti-Slavery 
Collective, Princess Eugenie listened as 
survivors of modern slavery spoke about 
their experiences. She then joined the art 
therapy session in which each survivor 
created artwork around how they felt about 
their new-found freedom. 

Jenny Gibson, who heads up the Salvos’ 
team of outreach support workers in 
London, said art was a wonderful way for 
the survivors to explore their feelings and 
find their voice. 

The London Outreach Hub is one of a 
network of safe houses and outreach 
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NEWS

The dining room at young Emma 
macDonald’s house in Brisbane looks more 
like a giant pantry leading up to Christmas. 

For the past three years, the Grade 5 student 
has asked her neighbourhood and school 
community for donations of non-perishable 
food items, which she then sorts with the 
help of her mother, Nicola. 

The items are then handed over to Salvos 
officer (pastor) Catherine Philpot at their 
nearby Centenary Salvos for distribution to 
vulnerable families as part of its Christmas 
food hamper program. 

Emma, 11, said she came up with the food 
donation idea after a discussion with her 
mum about how fortunate she was to always 
have a meal on the table, go to a good 
school, and have the things she needed. 

“I collect the food for people who couldn’t 
afford to give their children the Christmas 
they had dreamed of,” Emma said. “I have a 
passion for helping people.”  

Last year, Emma gave 1000 food items to the 
Salvos. “This year, my goal is to collect 2000 
items,” she said. 

Local mP Julian Simmonds was so impressed 
with Emma’s efforts that he presented her 
with a community leader’s award and opened 
his electoral office to accept donations on her 
behalf. 

Emma the engine 
behind Centenary’s 
food drive 

Woolworths at nearby Kenmore is also assist-
ing, donating green shopping bags to help 
Emma sort the food items. 

But Emma’s role doesn’t stop at sorting. She 
and her mum help on the day Catherine and 
other volunteers from Centenary Salvos hand 
out the food donations. “I don’t do this for 
the recognition. I do it for others. It helps me 
to know how lucky I am,” Emma said. 

“I really value the opportunity to work with 
Emma and Nicola because it’s our chance to 
share Jesus with them [the community] every 
year, talk about the joy of loving others and 
how much better life is when we live for God 
and others,” Catherine said. 

– Darryl Whitecross

Emma’s can-do 
attitude helps 

families in need 
over Christmas.
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FAITH TALK

much of our time waiting, but the question is, 
what do we do with that time? 

I’ve heard people say, “I’m the world’s worst 
procrastinator.” I’ve said it many times 
myself. What I actually mean, though, is, 
“I’m the world’s best procrastinator.” The 
number of times I’ve had weeks to write an 
assignment but find myself under pressure 
trying to get it finished on the day it’s due. 
Procrastination is not the best use of the time 
we spend waiting. 

During this time of Advent, when we prepare 
our hearts in the lead-up to Christmas, I like 
to reflect on a story Jesus told to remind us 
to use our time waiting wisely. 

BE PREPARED
In the Bible’s book of matthew, chapter 25, 
verses 1-13, the story tells of 10 bridesmaids 
waiting for the bridegroom to come to the 
bride’s house. Upon his arrival, they would 
move in procession to his house, where the 
formal wedding ceremony would commence. 
It wasn’t unusual for it to be night-time before 
the bridegroom arrived, so the members of 
the party would carry lamps in the procession 
to light the way – anyone without a lamp was 
considered a wedding crasher. 

While we  
wait

Reflections on the  
season of Advent

words Amanda Hart

Most of us are familiar with Advent calen-
dars – the calendars of all shapes, sizes, 
and materials that involve opening a little 
drawer, box, cardboard window, or enve-
lope with a surprise treat inside.

In the Christian Church calendar, Advent 
is the period of four Sundays and weeks 
before Christmas. Advent means ‘Coming’ 
in Latin and is a time of preparation and 
expectation – for the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas and the 
second coming of Christ. 

Over the next three weeks, Amanda Hart 
will share her thoughts on the Advent 
season and how we can use this time to 
prepare for, and focus on, this special 
season of the year and the real meaning 
behind it.

Waiting is a part of our everyday lives. 
Waiting at the doctor’s office for an appoint-
ment, waiting for a call centre operator to 
answer our call, waiting for the train, bus, 
tram or Uber to get to work, waiting for the 
next movie in a franchise to be released, 
waiting for restrictions to lift. We spend so 
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